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FROM THE PRESIDENT
JOHN J. WILLIAMS

Grcctrngs Alumni and Fncnds:

Tlo rcars have passed since ue came together as

tiru "l lor-nei Fatnrilr"- in eulcbrai.rorr of iirs iegcndan
history of Fairmont Hcights High School. It is timc
that sc plan au -'All-Class Rcunion"- or sonle similar
activrt) to mcct old firends and share past and future
endcavors Look fbr morc details in this neu'slcttcr.

Lct me brrng rou up to datc on thc good and thc
"not so good" ncns at Fairmont Heights High School

during the Iast t\\'o \-ears. First. the good neu's:

Wc arc proud to report lhat 22 alumni have joined
the distinguishcd rank of "Lifc Mcmbers" of the
FI-IHS Alumni Association

tiran $l-l milhon in mcrit scholarships to studcnts at-
tending hrstoricallr black collegcs and unir,crsitlcs Dr
Parnc is also chairpcrson of the G. Jamcs Gholson En-
doslrcnt Fund of the FHHS Alumni Assocratiou

Thc "Finc Linc of '69-' has asardcd graduating
students of FHHS fbr thrcc consecutivc \ ears a $;l .00t)
John .1. H/illiqms Scholarship. The 2002 rccipicnt
rras Warren Sims. ivho is studr rng Economrcs at
Westem Man'land Collegc Thanlis to Patrrcia Sorrcll
Kellibrcu- Sara Mooner Turnipsec-d. and Gan Clark.
Commlttee Leadcrs and thc "Fine Linc of '69" for con-
tinuing to bringlor to students tinancialll. and fbr be-

stosing upon mc the distinct honor of a scholarshrp
bearing l'r1\' namc. You havc added a nc\\ melnulll to
the rcsards of tcaching.

Words are insuffrcient in cxprcssing mv gratitudc to
the Class of '61 u'ho contributcd $ 1.025.00 to thc
Scholarship Fund and $500 00 to the C. James Ghol-
son Endosmcnt Fund. Wc need morc rcunion groups
to follou'their cxample. This class lrclped to raisc a
considcrablc amount of thc $5.000.00 shortfall of
FHHS 2001 Yearbook. If cvcry class reunion gave to
the Sclrolarship Fund . and supported the school from
time to timc- n'c n'ould not havc to push tickct salcs fbr
our Amual Reunion Dances.

Additionalll. I must thank the officcrs of thc Schol-
arship Committee and the G. James Gholson Endos-
ment Fund and othcrs- for pcrsonallr rcimbursing mc

$ I.000.00 that I donated to help publish thc school

1'earbook.
Finallr. I prar God's blcssing and offbr m! support

to thc Class of '53. rvho arc plaruring a 50-Year class
reunion this summer. Anl onc desiring information. or
u'ould like to hclp in the planning. plcasc contact
Ernestine Beattl Joncs. at 301--596-641 L

Non- the unfbrtunate or not so good. neu's -Bv nou'- I am surc that vou have rcad or heard about
the articlc that appeared in thc Washington Post.
Prince George's Extra on Dccember 12- 2002. cntitlcd
-'Countl High Schools Score Poorh.on Nen Test."
Thc Post
reported that ''Prince Georgc's studcnts postcd dismal
scores on a ne\\' statc exam that high school studcnts
rrill be required to pass before earning a diploma start-
rng 2007."

Dianc Bragg
Norman V. Bvrd. Sr.

Gracc Y. Countce

JL-rornc T Countcc. Sr
Barbara T. Gainer
Anthonr R. Gantt
Elizabcth Gordon
Marlorie Johrson
Robcrt R Johnson
Ernestrne M Jones

Lorctta Ligon

Cathcrine Maupins
Ann Moorc
Jo1'cc Pa1'ne

Dcnisc E. Poguc

Constancc J. Rouse

Tcrcsa Strong
Sl lvia Svphax
Eleanor Trarnham
Joirn Williams
Lillian Wiseman
Michacl Wootcn

Lct's scc if ue can-t doublc that numbcr. or makc it
50 br vcar 2004.

Thanks to all s'ho participated in our Thirtecnth
Annual Rcunron Dance on April 26.2002- and made
it possible to an'ard $3.000 in scholarships to four
graduating seniors of Fairmont Heights High School.

Spccial kudos to Dr. N. Jolce Pa1nc. class of '58.

kevnotc speaker at the 2001 Commencement Pro-
gram" rvho presented $16.000 on behalf of thc Thur-
good Marshall Scholarship Fund to Terrence Cox
s'ho completed his first lear at North Carolina A&T
Universitl. Dr. Palne is founder of the Thurgood
Marshall Scholarship Fund. u'hich has au'arded more
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THE G. JAMES GHOLSON
ENDOIYMENT FUND

On behalf of the Fund, Mary McKirurey'. '63 lead

the carnpaign to name the newly constructed school at

900 Ndle,v Road, Landover, Moryland. the "G. James

Gholson Middle School." This is An enorrnous achieve-

ment for NIr. Gholson. the Fund and the Alumni
Association and most importantly for the Fairmont
Heights High School family'. It wilt stand as a sterling
monument to Mr. Gholson's profound influence on the

lives of African Amencans. He shorved us how to lift
our heads and l-rearts in the midst of segregatior, and

e-v'en toda]'he ccntinues to embrace sf;Cents uith his

gentle. yet firrn touch of humanity. What a wonderfrrl
birthday gift for a 90 year-old giant. We encourage
you to continue your support of FHHS and to add the

G. James Gholson Middle School to 1'our list-for
tinancial and in-kind support. Kudos to Mary!

ln recognition of 90 years of leadership in
education. the Fund hosted a birthdav celebration fbr
Mr. Gholson on July 20. In addition to his family and
tiiends- several lvell knolvn FFIHS teachers and
admrrustrators attended Jhe celebration. Of course.
Mr. Gholson lvas his usual gregarious self in remrnisc-
ing about old times and roasting several colleagues. As
one lvriter says, Mr. Gholson's crown has alreadv been

bought and paid for, all he has to do nolv is llear it.
With y'our continued support of the Fund. rve rvill keep

hirn rn his cron.n of glon'.
Let us remind 1'ou again, that the G. James

Gholson Endowrnent Fund is a member of the lnstitute
tbr Black Charities. As a consortium member of the
Institutc. '!vo arc engaged in thc Combined Federal
Campaign again this year. Please pledge vour CFC
contribution to #5606 for the G. James Gholson
Endorment Fund. We desperatelv need vour support
to ach-reve our goal of a,$50.000 endorvment.

For additional information on the Fund. please con-
tact NIan'at (301) 322-9268.

All alLLmni rnembers rvho rvish to join a cornmittee
to plan an "All Class Reuruon or an "Numni
Sumr-nit"- etc.. pleasc contact Jolm J. Williams at
(301) 336-791i. or e-mail - siqalums:@;hotmail.com.

iJrg ent Pr{*,e r Req uest!
Ms. Dessie L. Smith
!uburban Flospital
Bethesda, Iv'[D

(No Phone Calls)

One of those schools not scoring lvell on the first of
the High School Assessment Test lvas Fairmont
Heights High Schooi. In fact- Fairmont Heights didn't
even break the lOth percentile on any ofthe subject
areas.

I received a mrmber of calls from alumni- both em-
barrassed and alanned about this disappointing news of
their alma mater. I could not believe it myself. What
lrappened'/ Horv could that be'l These questions and
others led to ''blame and shame" castigated upon the
administration and staffat the school. So, I took it
upon mrself to talk to Dr. Carolyn Blue. principal: vice
pnncipals- and teachers at the school.

First, I discovered that some members of tlie tbculty
had told their students that "the test does not count". I
r.,'as told that the ma.;onqr cf the Magnet Bio-tech stu-
dents did not take the test. Thev probablv ivould have
accounted for some of the higher scores on the test.
The school needed -536 to pass. Holvever, 39 passed

and 200 students opted not to take the test. Second.
other iirctors accounted tbr the disappointing rcsults
quoted by'the Washington Post: almost 70% of the
teachers lvere first tinrers; more than half of the teach-
ing staffare either uncertified or on provisional status.
Add to this concern. the school operates on an
A/B-dav schedule. high absenteeism among teachers
r,vluch means finding substitute-teachers (a problem
countl'-rvide), does not help ut assistrng Black and Hrs-
paruc students rvho are more poorll' prepared to pass

the eram than their rvhite and Asian counterparts in
Prmce George's Counry' and statewide.

Finalh'. the iack of a serioush' needed admrnistrator
to du'al rvith the disciplilre and other da1-to-6ol, O.oO-
iems contbunded br the nerv tentporan' classrooms- is lt
sign that the school needs help.

In sunrmln. FHHS needs rcur helpl If rou carc
about vour Alma IVIater. and I am sure that r-ou do. the
call the school and offer vour assistancs in tutoring,
merltorirlg. hlll securitl'. class assistance. ansivenng the
telephone. etc.. cs an alumnus/ae uho still has the
"Hornet spirit" and one.ivho x,ants to help continue the
quest fbr Academic Excellence. Nlake a differcnce. Cet
invohed!
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WILLIAMS PRESENTED CIWL
RIGHTS AWARD

2OO2 SCHOLARSHIP
RECIPIENTS

At a recent banquet honoring the lcgacv ofRev.
Dr. Martin Luther King. Jr.. John J. Williams \\as pre-

sented the Civil Rights Pioneer arvard b1' the Pnnce

Gcorge's Countl'chaptcr of thc Southcrn Christian
Leadership Conference in recognition of his -'efforts

and commitment to dcsegregate the Pnnce George's
Countv School."

Mr. Willia:ns \\'as one of the organizcrs and lead

plaintiff in thc 1972 Desegregation suit that lasted for
30 rears. Hc is writing a book cntitlcd -'Hou'Ninc

tslack Studgnts Changed thc Facc of Princc Gcorgc"s
Countr ."

The el'cnt ri'as held at Faith Ternplc No. 2. OFW
Baptrst Church in Capitol Heights. N{D. *hcrc Countl.
Erecutivc- Jack Johnson u'as gucst speaker and othcr
promincnt gucsts included Manland's Lt. Govcrnor
Michael Steele. State Senator Gloria Lau'lah. Statc
Delegatc Dercck Davis and Councilu'oman Camille
Exum.

Congratulations to the fbllorvin g 2002 graduating

seniors rvho rvere au'ardcd FHHSAA scholarships
uhich u'ill enable thcm to pursue their academic goals:

Rosslln A. Benn ($,500.00)-Western Man.land College
Maria L. Mamcot ($-500.00) - Philadelphia UniversiS'
Sindr. Nurse ($ 1.000.00) - Hos.ard Universitr'
Edcn Yacob ($1.000.00) - Salisbury Statc

Thanks to each of vou nho- through rour partrcrpa-

tion and membership. rnade it possible fbr us to support
thcse graduatcs in {urthering thcir educatron.

Namc

Adtlres.s

+a 'ffi
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Pleo.se ntake check trtone.r, rtrder pa.vahle to t;tlHS.1.1 and .tencl to lhe above otldres.s

Dutt'

(iracluotion Ycar

llaguIcrr A.lemhership - .\I0.00 Iictcull t,

Lillrima fu{embarship - .\200.00 ,\tqll
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JTIMPORTANT NOTICE:K ^ 
*

The FHHSAA Annual Reunion Dance, scheduled for
April 25,2003 at Glenarden Municipal Center, has

been postponed until further notice. Roof damage
caused by snow has made it necessary for the
management to cancel or postpone all scheduled events
through May 2003. We apologize for any
inconvenience to you. We will inform you of the
rescheduled date for the dance as soon as we have
confirmation.

URGENT'CALL TO ALL FHHS HORNETS

WE NBED YOUR IMMEDIATE RESPONSE
TO HELP PROVIDE SCHOLARSHIPS FOR THE
CLASS OF 2003. WE NEED $3,OOO.OO BY MAY 1,

2003. We have over 2,000 alumni on our mailing list.
IF:

1,000 Alumni give $3.00 each
300 Alumni give S10.00 each
20 Alumni purchase Life Memberships

Then we would have $3,000 for scholarships for the
class of 2003.

The AA appreciates any contribution you give to the
Scholarship Fund. Make checks or money orders
payable to FHHSAA, P.0. Box 2727, Landover, MD
20784-0727. Your names will be listed at the dance
and in our next newsleffer.

John J. Williams
President



N. Jovce Pavne
Chair

Thanks to all who made it possible for
the naming of the G. James Gholson
Middle School located at 900 Nally
Road, Landover, Maryland. I would like
to thank the following personally for
their assistance. Senator Exum, Delegate
Howard, Ed Jordon, Tommie
Broadwater, Sylvia Syphax, Michael
Marshall, Boyd Poole and Melvin Yates.
Members who testified at the May 2002
Community Hearing: Delegate Joanne
Benson, John Williams, Courtney
Pringle, and Betty Mcleod. I, Joyce
Payne, also testified. Special thanks to
School Board Chairman, Kenneth
Johnson & Cheryl Landis.

Principal-Tuj uana White

A must see exhibit entitled:
Harlem Renaissance-Harlem! What a

Place! What a Time! What an ldeal!

For further information-please call
Harolyn D. Larnbert-Andrews,
30r- 883-8390

Dedication of the School
Friday, May 2,2003
7:30am Continental Breakfast
8:00am SchoolTour

Mefuin Yates
Vice Chair

Congratulations to Hall of Fame
inductee!l! After 28 seasons as a Hornet
Head Coach, Ralph Paden has been
inducted into the Hall of Fame. His
172/98 record includes, -5 Prince
George's County Championships, 3

Regional Championships, 5 State
Playoffs, and two State Runner Up
Finishes. He only had six losing seasons
in the past 28 years. Congratulations-
Coach Paden.

G.JAMES GHOLSON

Alumni Uodate

-

School-(301)J83-8390

Uocomins Events at G.
Iames Gholson Middle



ADDENDUM

Please DISREGARD the *IMPORTANT NOTICE" on PAGE #4 of this newsletter.
The Glenarden MunicipalCenter Management has assured us that the GOLD
ROOM will be available for our reunion dance on April25, 2003. THE
FOURTEENTH ANNUAL REUNION DANCE WILL GO ON AS PLANNED.

FAiRMONT HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
;\l-\>'TTiJ,5=OURTEENTH 'J."t

ANNUAL REUNION DANCE
FRIDAY, ApRlr_ 25,7AA3
10:00PM UNTIL 2'.00AM

JAMES R. COUSINS JR. MUNICIPAL CENTER
8600 GLENARDEN PARKWAY

GLENARDEN MARYLAND

DISCO l'vlUSlC BY SKIN TIGHT
oLD r ESA}I 

?"S'IsD 
sou N DS

FAIRMONT HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL
ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIP FUND

ts Y.C.L

HAND DANCE CONTEST AT MIDNIGHT PRIZE
TO THE BEST COUPLE

DONATIONS. .$17 00 NO SALES AT THE DOOR

FOR TiCKETS CONTACT:
LOR ETTA LIGON ...30 1 -249- 2527 .. . CHRIST| N E TILG HMAN ".301 -627 -4867
LAVATA WOODS .,.301-336-Bv1 RONNTE MARSHALL. ,.. .240-296-0576
JOHNWILLIAMS.....301-336-7913 OTISBROADWATER EBONYINN
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l-Jj> *.\

-- -c;

IV1I MBERSHIP SIGN-UP i./Ii.L t]E AI.IAiLABLE FOR THOSE t-TLSIRING MFMBFRSHII)


